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PATENT APPLICATION 
IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
Applicants: Baiju Shah et al. Examiner: na 

Serial No. 10/090,550 Art Group: 2161 

Filing Date: March 4, 2002 Docket No. 3383600001 9 

Title: CONTENT BANK FOR OBJECTS 



Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 



Certificate of First Class Mailing 
I hereby certify that this paper is being deposited with the 
United States Postal Service as first-class mail in an 
envelope addressed to: Assistant Commissioner for 
Patents and Trademarks, Washington, D.C20231, on this 
date. 

Date Regina M. Abina 



SECOND REQUEST FOR CORRECTION TO FILING RECEIPT 

Dear Sir: 

We have received the official Filing Receipt for the above identified application 
and noted the following errors: 

1 . The Title should read "Content bank for objects" in place of "Content bank 
for object." A copy of the front page of the application is enclosed. 

A copy of the updated filing receipt noting the above requested change in red is 
enclosed. Please issue a corrected filing receipt. If there are any questions, please feel 
free to contact the undersigned directly at (312) 609-7536. 



Dated: 
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Respectfully submitted, 
By: 

Christopher ?. Moreno 
Reg. No. 38,566 
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(312) 609-7797 
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CONFIRMATION NO. 7097 
UPDATED FILING RECEIPT 
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Date Mailed: 07/01/2002 



Receipt is acknowledged of this nonprovisional Patent Application. It will be considered in its order and you will be 
notified as to the results of the examination. Be sure to provide the U.S. APPLICATION NUMBER, FILING DATE, 
NAME OF APPLICANT, and TITLE OF INVENTION when inquiring about this application. Fees transmitted by 
check or draft are subject to collection. Please verify the accuracy of the data presented on this receipt. If an 
error is noted on this Filing Receipt, please write to the Office of initial Patent Examination's Filing 
Receipt Corrections, facsimile number 703-746-9195. Please provide a copy of this Filing Receipt with the 
changes noted thereon. If you received a "Notice to File Missing Parts" for this application, please submit 
any corrections to this Filing Receipt with your reply to the Notice. When the USPTO processes the reply 
to the Notice, the USPTO will generate another Filing Receipt incorporating the requested corrections (if 
appropriate). 

Applicant(s) 

Baiju Shah, Palatine, IL; 
Ryan C. Horner, Evanston, IL; 



Domestic Priority data as claimed by applicant 

THIS APPLICATION IS A CIP OF 09/817,917 03/26/2001 

Foreign Applications 

If Required, Foreign Filing License Granted 04/04/2002 

Projected Publication Date: Request for Non-Publication Acknowledged 

Non-Publication Request: Yes 

Early Publication Request: No 
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LICENSE FOR FOREIGN FILING UNDER 
Title 35, United States Cod , Section 184 
Title 37, Code of Federal Regulations, 5.11 & 5.15 

GRANTED 



The applicant has been granted a license under 35 U.S.C. 184, if the phrase "IF REQUIRED, FOREIGN FILING 
LICENSE GRANTED" followed by a date appears on this form. Such licenses are issued in all applications where 
the conditions for issuance of a license have been met, regardless of whether or not a license may be required as 
set forth in 37 CFR 5.15. The scope and limitations of this license are set forth in 37 CFR 5.15(a) unless an earlier 
license has been issued under 37 CFR 5.15(b). The license is subject to revocation upon written notification. The 
date indicated is the effective date of the license, unless an earlier license of similar scope has been granted 
under 37 CFR 5.13 or 5.14. 

This license is to be retained by the licensee and may be used at any time on or after the effective date thereof 
unless it is revoked. This license is automatically transferred to any related applications(s) filed under 37 CFR 
1 .53(d). This license is not retroactive. 

The grant of a license does not in any way lessen the responsibility of a licensee for the security of the subject 
matter as imposed by any Government contract or the provisions of existing laws relating to espionage and the 
national security or the export of technical data. Licensees should apprise themselves of current regulations 
especially with respect to certain countries, of other agencies, particularly the Office of Defense Trade Controls, 
Department of State (with respect to Arms, Munitions and Implements of War (22 CFR 121-128)); the Office of 
Export Administration, Department of Commerce (15 CFR 370.10 (j)); the Office of Foreign Assets Control, 
Department of Treasury (31 CFR Parts 500+) and the Department of Energy. 

NOT GRANTED 



No license under 35 U.S.C. 184 has been granted at this time, if the phrase "IF REQUIRED, FOREIGN FILING 
LICENSE GRANTED" DOES NOT appear on this form. Applicant may still petition for a license under 37 CFR 
5.12, if a license is desired before the expiration of 6 months from the filing date of the application. If 6 months 
has lapsed from the filing date of this application and the licensee has not received any indication of a secrecy 
order under 35 U.S.C. 181, the licensee may foreign file the application pursuant to 37 CFR 5.15(b). 
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^^225^ CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATION 
[0001] The instant application is a continuation-in-part of U.S. Patent Application 

Ser. No. 09/817,917, entitled METHODS AND APPARATUS FOR PROCESSING 
DATA IN A CONTENT NETWORK and filed March 26, 2001, the entire disclosure of 
which is hereby incorporated by this reference. 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 
[0002] The present invention relates to the transfer of object-related information 

across one or more physical networks and, in particular, to a method and apparatus for 
processing object-related information in content _jjetworks thereby facilitating 
management of direct interactions with objects. 
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BACKGROUND OTTHE INVENTION 
[0003] It is common for entities (i.e., individuals or institutions) that are 

separately involved in the manufacturing, selling, utilizing and servicing of objects to 
separately possess information about such objects that may be of use to other entities. 
Conversely, entities that could benefit from access to certain types of object-related 
information routinely cannot obtain such information because it is in the possession of 
other entities with which they have no regular channel of communication. Entities are 
often required to go through time consuming and burdensome steps to obtain information 
about objects possessed by other entities. 

[0004] The resulting inefficiencies are manifested in numerous ways. Companies 

that embed sensors in their equipment often do not have the capability to exploit that data 
for improved business results. For example, many industrial equipment manufacturers 
equip their products to provide Global Positioning System (GPS) data, but are typically 
unable to use such data in a meaningful way. As an extension of this problem, dynamic 
process interactions are often not conducted with the greatest possible efficiency. For 
example, underutilized truck fleets are a common occurrence because freight customers 
are often not aware of available cargo space. 
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Approved for use through 10/31/2002. OMB 0651-0031 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number. 
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